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Pei Witenes TR tor COUNCIL 


The Chairman and Members, 
Ely Rural District Council. 


Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen. 


I have the honour to submit my Annual Report for the year ending 3lst December, 


1962. 


le 
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STATISTICS 
During 1962, the useal statistics have been kept and are available. 


GENERAL HEALTH SERVICES 
a) Ambulances 


Two Ambulances are stationed at Ely, both being operated by the 
Isle of Ely County Council. 


The Littleport St. John Ambulance continues to work under the agency 
agreement with the County Council. This vehicle, which serves the 
local area, and thoseareas adjoining when necessary, continues to be 
of the greatest value. 


The members of the St. John Ambulance Brigade have continued their 
good work to the public, by manning and running the Ambulance at 
Littleport. 


The Ely St. John members give what services they are able, but 
complete coverage is impossible owing to the demands of their work 
for some members, and increasing age for others. 


Tre indifference of so many younger members of the Community, to 
peolic service, is a great tragedy and one can only deplore it. 
b) Nursing and Clinic Arrangements 


Arrangements continue as in previous years. Once again, I place on 
record our thanks to the Nurses in the District, who unobtrusively 
carried on with their magnificent work. 


c) Hospitals 


i) Tower Hospital for Chronic Sick 


ii) St. John's Hospital for Infectious Diseases and long-stay 
cases. 


iii) The Grange Maternity Home 
These three Hospitals are under the control of the Regional Hospital 


Board. 
WATER 
a) i) Although the new Water Board took over the responsibility for 


the water supply in the District as from lst April, 1962, the 
Council acted as agent for the Board up to lst October, 1962, 
when the Board took over the detailed running of the water 
supply. 


ii) There have been no major breakdowns. 
iii) The Chloramine Plant continued to act satisfactorily. 


iv) The periodic chemical and bacteriological samples were taken to 
ensure the maintenance of the quality and purity of the water 
supplied to the District. 


v) The water has no plumbo-solvent action. 
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36: WATER cont. 


b) 


During the past nine months the Board has been considering the 
problems of water supply from an arearather than a parochial point of 
view. 


Over the past few years I have drawn attention to some of the more 
important problems which have required attention. Although these 
problems are no longer the Council's problems, they still require 
attention, some of them urgently. 


Particularly do I hope that among items of first priority, the Board 
will keep that of the provision of low-level reservoirs high on the 
aS 


As more earth closets are converted to flush lavatories, the demand 
for increased water supplies rises. 


4. SEWAGE 


a) 


b) 


c) 


The steady improvement in sewerage improvements, noted in 1961, has 
been maintained. 


i) Mepal Sewerage Scheme 


This scheme has been approved by the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government. Not only have tenders been invited, but one 
has been accepted, and work is due to start on lst January, 1963. 


ii) Little Downham Sewerage Scheme 
At the end of the year, the preparation of the scheme by the 
Consulting Engineers, was in its final stages. 


iii) Haddenham Sewerage Scheme 


Plans for this scheme have been received from the Consulting 
Engineers, and have been submitted to the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government. 


iv) Littleport Sewerage Scheme 


On the Council's instructions the Consulting Engineers are 
preparing a scheme for the enlargement and improvement of the 
Littleport Sewage Disposal Works, and for remedial work to the 
sewers to reduce infiltration of subsoil water. 


v) ‘Witchford Sewerage Scheme 


The Ministry Inspector's visit was on 18th December, 1962, and 
his report is awaited. Progress is being made although at this 
stage it appears slow. 


vi) Stretham Sewerage Scheme 
The work on this scheme was started in January, 1962, and by the 


end of the year advanced progress had been made. 


vii) Coveney and Wilburton Sewerage Schemes 


On the Council's instructions the Consulting Engineers have been 
instructed to prepare plans for these two schemes. 


The comprehensive record of improvements listed above is one of which 
the Council and the Officers concerned must feel extremely proud. 


ore HOUSING 


a) 


Ely Rural District Council 
Permanent Housing 


No.of dwellings completed during 1962 18 
No. of dwellings provided under Housing Acts 

to 3lst December, 1962 1,565 
Noe of dwellings under construction at 

3lst December, 1962 14 


No of pre-war Council houses improved during 
1961 by the provision of standard amenities 
as defined in the House Purchase and 
Housing Act, 1959, ieee. bath in bathroom, 
wash=hand basin, hot water supply, water- 
closet and foodstore 8 
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5. HOUSING cont. 
No. under improvement at 31st December, 1962 24 


No. of pre-war Council houses so improved 
since commencement of scheme in 1958 205 


Temporary Housing 
No. of converted ex-service huts occupied at 
3lst December, 1962 16 
Slum Clearance 


No. of Demolition Orders and Closing Orders 
made —- and Undertakings withdrawing Unfit 
Dwellings from Use for Human Habitation 
accepted — during 1962 16 


No. of families rehoused by Council from 
unfit dwellings (including converted ex- 
service huts) during 1962 10 


b) Private Enterprise 


New Permanent Houses 


Noe of dwellings completed during 1962 46 
No. of dwellings completed since April, 1945 AlT 
No. of dwellings under construction at 

3lst December, 1962 28 


Subsidised Provision and Improvement of Dwellings 


Housing (Financial Provisions) Act, 1958 


Section 46 - New Dwellings for Agricultural 
Workers - £10 or £15 per annum for 40 years 
from Completion 


No. of dwellings completed during 1962 3 * 
No. of dwellings completed since April, 1945 AL * 


No. of dwellings completed since 1938 
(commencement of scheme) 69 


* These figures are included in numbers under heading 
"New Permanent Houses! above. 


Housing (Financial Provisions) Act, 1958 
Section 30 - Dwellings Improved or Provided 
by Conversion of Buildings with aid of 
Discretionary Improvement Grant 


No. of dwellings improved or provided — and 
amount of grant paid ~ during 1962 3 
£510 14s. 9d. 


No. of dwellings improved or provided —- and 
amount of grant paid - since 1949 
(commencement of scheme) 184 


£44 5993 bee Cte 
House Purchase and Housing Act, 1959 


Section 4 —- Dwellings Improved by Provision 

of Standard Amenities (as specified above ) 

with aid of Standard Grant 

No. of dwellings improved - and amount of 
erant paid - during 1962 59 

Si5(2> 158.10d. 


Noe of dwellings improved — and amount of 
grant paid - since 1959 (commencement 
of scheme) 189 
£24,184 356 6de 


As the figures above show steady progress is being made in the improvement 
of pre-war Council Houses, by the provision of those amenities now generally 
known as Standard Amenities. 
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HOUSING cont. 


There is still old property which will need inspecting and, where necessary, 
condemning in the near future. The question of available man-power arises 
in this connection. 


SCHOOLS 


I have no comments to make. 


MILK 


The Milk (Special Designations) (Specified Areas) Order, operating since 
April, 1959, is still in force. This Order prohibits the retail sale of raw 
milk unless it carries the special designation 'Tuberculin Tested' under the 
Milk (Special Designation) Regulations, 1960. 


INFECTIOUS DISHASES 


a) 82 notifications of infectious diseases wore received. The total being 
made up as follows:- 
Typhoid Fever 0° ae oe oe ? 
Measles ~ an aie Ac ie 80 
Pneumonia ee oo oe oe oe oe 
82 


This year has seen the lowest incidence of infectious disease in the 
District for some years, which is very satisfactory. 


b) Once again, I have to report the very happy fact that no case of 
diphtheria occurred during the year. This grand state of affairs can 
only be maintained in the future if every child is properly immunized 
in carly years. 


Immunization against polio-myelitis is still carried out regularly by 
general practitioners and at County Council Clinics. 


During the year small outbreaks of Small Pox occurred in three areas 
in the Country, none of which were in Hast Anglia. 


Owing to excessive publicity, a state of near panic was shown among 
some of the general population. This I feel was to be regretted as 
much unjustified and needless worry and anxiety was apparent for a 

time. 


One case of typhoid fever occurred in the District during the year. 
On enquiry this case was found to have contracted the disease when in 
the Middle East. No other cases occurred. 


c) Tuberculosis 


3 new cases were notified during the year. After making the necessary 
adjustments there are now the following numbers on the Register:- 


Res piratory Non—Respiratory 
Females 26 6 
Males 36 L 


The figures remain the same as for the previous year. 


FOOD 

a) The following is a list of food handling premises in the areas— 
Butchers oo oo °° oo oo 12 
Bakers oe oo 20 oo oe 5 
Fried Fish Shops Ste sa oe oe 3 
Confectioners eo oo eo oe 5 ; 
Cafes oe o° eo oo oe 5 
Licensed Premises .. eo eo ee 43 
Greengrocers 0° ee eo eo 3 
Grocery and General Food Stores oe eo 52 
Chemists eo oo eo eo eo 4 

b) 56 Premises are registered for the storage and sale of ice cream. 
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9. FOOD cont. 


Milk distributors and Dairies registered under the Milk and Dairies 
(General) Regulations 1959 total 5. 


There is no ice-cream manufactured for sale in the area. 


Food Hygiene 


The question of food hygiene still continues to worry me. I am 
hepeful that we shall be able to do more work in this direction with 
tue increased Staff of the Public Health Department. As I said in my 
last Annual Report: it is a problem of man-power and time. 


Repeated visits to food-handling premises are absolutely essential if 
standards of hygiene are to be improved and maintained. 


Grubby hands and nails, moistening fingers when giving bills, and even 
the removal of stickiness from the fingers by insertion in the mouth 
during the serving of pastries, buns and cakes etc., along with other 
disgusting habits can only be prevented by the greatest vigilance on 
the part of employers, assistants, members of the public and Council 
Officers. Much of it could be stamped out, if the public was to voice 
loudly its disapproval when instances of such practices occurred. 


The thanks of the whole community are due to those employers and 
assistants who do take this subject scriously and make the greatest 
efforts to give a first-class service. 


During the year copies of the Food Hygicne Regulations 1960, were sent 
to the responsible persons of all food handling premises in the 
District. In addition, a small Poster was included for exhibition on 
the premises for the benefit of assistants. 


Unsound Food 


The following items of food were surrendered unfit for food and 
destroyed:— 


Butchers Meat at Slaughter House 10 st 8 lbs 


Corned Beef aie ee — 6 lbs 
Cooked Ham ee 0° eo eo 3 lbs 
Jellied Veal ae ors Ag 7 lbs 


10. MISCELLAN SOUS 


a) 


b) 


Rodent Control 


During the year the Public Health Inspector and the Rodent Officer 
have done 388 domestic house and business premises inspections, and 
744 treatments and re-treatments have been carried out. 


In February the Council decided to co-operate with the Ely Urban 
District Council in calling a Meeting of Farmers and Small Holders in 
the two Districts for the purpose of disseminating information on rat 
destruction. With the co-operation of Pests Officers of the Ministry 
of Agriculture, the Secretary of the Ely Branch of the National Farmers 
Union and the Public Health Department of Newmarket Rural District 
Council, such a meeting was organized by the Public Health Inspector 

of the Ely Urban District Council, on the evening of Monday, 5th March. 
7O Farmers etc., from the Ely Urban and Rural Districts and the Soham 
locality attended. The system of control provided by the Prevention 

of Damage by Pests Act, 1949, and the enforcement powers of local 
authorities thereunder, were outlined by the speaker and advice given 
on practical measures which can be undertaken by owners and occupiers 
to eradicate rat infestation of agricultural land. It is hoped that 
the meeting will show good results in the form of increased voluntary 
action to exterminate the farm rat. 


Moveable Dwellings 
Licensed Caravan Sites 


Mult iple Residential Sites .. °° °° 4 
Single Caravan Sites of oe aie 28 
Itinerary (Tipsters etc.,) .. ey ae ff 
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MISCELLANEOUS cont. 


c) 


d) 


e) 


Duxing the year a good deal of work was done and the general position 
has improved considerably. The general position is kept under 
continual survey. 


Factories Act 


The position is the same as for previous years. There is only one 
Factory of any size in the District. 


Slaughter—-houses 

There is only one slaughter-house in the District. The outstanding 
alterations and modifications were completed early in the year and a 
licence issued. 


No. of animals slaughtered .. aie aie 328 
No. of carcasses inspected .. ce oo 245 
(100% Inspection as from April 1962) 


Clean Air 
No problem arose during the year. 


The stench of Diesel fumes from lorries etc., continues to assault the 
nostrils of many living in the District, producing varying degrees of 
nausea, and most probably other ill-effects in later years. 


PERSONAL 


To the Clerk, Mr. J. H. Ward,and to the Deputy Clerk, Mr. W. Parr, I wish to 
put on record my warmest thanks for all their help. 


To Mr. Clifford Jones and his Staff, Mr. Arnold Cross, and to Mr. Burtt and 
his Staff, I wish to record, yet once again, my best thanks for all their 
help and advice throughout the year under review. 


It was with the greatest pleasure that I welcomed Mr. Ramsden's arrival, when 
he took up his appointment as Additional Public Health Inspector on Ist April. 
As a consequence, I am confident that there will be a wider coverage of the 
District so far as the Public Health Department is concerned. 


I have the honour to be, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


Your obedient Servant, 


K. S- MAURICE-SMITH 


Medical Officer of Health, 
Bly Rural District Council. 
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